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On May 21, the Air Zoo Aviation Museum of Kalamazoo, Mich. opened an exhibition titled 
ñThe Testò that tells the story of the first African-American Aviators in the U.S. Military. For 
more  information regarding the exhibit, go to  

http://www.blackartphotoart.com/332NDFGProject.htm. 

The National Aviation Hall of enshrinement ceremony , Saturday, July 16, 2011, Dayton Ohio.  Tuskegee Airman, Col. Charles  
Edward McGee, USAF (Ret), will be one of four recipients elected for enshrinement. Advance reservations for the NAHFôs 50th Annual 
Enshrinement Dinner and Ceremony on July 16, 2011, may be placed by calling 937.256.0944 ext.10.  Seats are $150 per person and 
a portion of each seat purchased is deductible as allowed by law.  Seats to the 2011 Presidentôs Reception and Dinner are similarly 
available. For more information visit the NAHF website at www.nationalaviation.org or call 937.256.0944 ext.10.  



 

 

 Send comments articles, photos, and newsworthy information minij623@att.net. Submissions are highly encouraged from all regions.  

National discourages the use of the term ñTuskegee Airwomenò  
 
During the April meeting of the HASRC, members discussed the use of the term óTuskegee Airwomenô that is being used by 

some of our chapters in an effort to identify and pay tribute to women in our organization.  
 

However, it appears that using such a term may cause some confusion. Our organization, Tuskegee Airmen, Incorporated, 

and as such, the members of the organization are addressed as Tuskegee Airmen. 

 

The term ñTuskegee Airmenò covers  members who were actually involved in the Tuskegee Experience and in addition, 

those members who were not at Tuskegee, but who are now members of the Tuskegee Airmen, Incorporated.   
 

The organization has done a marvelous job in its goal to ensure that people in this country remain aware that blacks did fly 

military World War II. The efforts of TAI were so successful, that several years ago the Air Force Association magazine 

identified the ñTuskegee Airmenò as the fifth most famous Air Force organization.   
 

The term, ñTuskegee Airwomenò use by some of our chapters can only cause confusion, people outside of the organization 

may wonder if they are part of TAI or if they are part of a separate organization. 
 

The United States Air Force has thousands of men and women as part of their organization and all of them are addressed as 

Airmen. 
 

The HASRC recommends that National discourage the use of the term Tuskegee Airwomen. 

 

George E Hardy 

Chairman, HASRC 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

As we approach our 2011 National Convention, I wanted to give you some exciting 

news.  As most of you are aware George Lucas has been working on his motion picture 

titled ñRed Tailsò.  What many do not know is that Lucas Film has also completed a 

documentary on the Tuskegee Airmen Experience titled ñDouble Vò.  The title repre-

sents the double victory scored by the DOTA against racial prejudices at home and Axis 

forces on the battle field.   

While the motion picture will focus on the fighter squadrons during their time in Italy, 

the documentary covers; the pre WWII fight to get the program started, training in Tus-

kegee and other locations, combat operations in North Africa, Sicily and Italy, as well 

as the creation and training of the bomber squadrons and their battle against racial 

prejudice and unfair treatment to include the Freeman Field Mutiny.  The documentary 

uses a combination of historical footage and interviews with DOTAôs, their wives and 

widows to tell the story.   

The exciting news is that Lucas Film has authorized us to have a special showing of ñDouble Vô at our convention this 

year.  The convention planning team has targeted Friday evening for the free viewing.  After we finalize the technical 

details the convention schedule will have the time and date for the showing.  The documentary has not been released to 

the public and those in attendance at the convention will be the first large audience nationwide to see it. 

We hope to have a couple of other announcements for you at the convention dealing with a Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. credit 

card being issued by United Services Automobile Association (USAA) and the creation of merchandise with the TAI logo 

on it for public sale to members and the public.   

Another feature of the convention will be a briefing by retired General Les Lyles who chaired the congressionally man-

dated Military Leadership Diversity Commission (MLDC).  The report was released recently and General Lyles has 

been busy briefing leaders in Congress and the Pentagon.  Having heard him speak on this several times I can assure 

you his presentation will give you insight and perspective into this topic that you might not have considered. 

I look forward to seeing many of you at the convention.  The convention planning team is working hard to make the con-

vention not only informative but fun for members and their guests. 

 

National President,  

Tuskegee Airmen Inc. 

 Itôs an honor to recognize an 
amazing veteran who stood up for the ideals we believe in and 

defended them against what seemed to be insurmountable 

odds,ò McDonald said. ñClarence Dart served at a time when 

the worldôs freedom was under attack, while facing threats to 

his own freedom from racism at home.ò 
     
      After the war, Dart trained pilots in Tuskegee, Ala. An 

Elmira native, he returned back to New York and settled with 

his wife, Mildred, in Saratoga Springs. He is the proud father 

of seven daughters and two sons.                                   

 

Double Victory, the Tuskegee Airmen  

Experience 
 George Lucas has been working on his motion picture 

titled ñRed Tails.ò What most do not know is Lucas Film has 

also completed a documentary on the Tuskegee Airmen Ex-

perience titled, ñDouble Victory.ò  The title represents the 

double victory scored by the Documented Original Tuskegee 

Airmen against racial prejudices at home and Axis forces in 

WWII aerial combat.   
 

 While the motion picture focuses on the fighter squadrons 

during their time in Italy.  The documentary covers the pre-

WWII struggle to get the Tuskegee Experiment started, train-

ing in Tuskegee, Alabama and other locations, and combat 

operations in North Africa, Sicily and Italy.   

 The documentary also highlights the creation and training 

of the bomber squadrons and their battle against racial preju-

dice and unfair treatment, including the Freeman Field Mu-

tiny.  The documentary uses a combination of historical foot-

age and interviews with DOTAôs, their wives and widows to 

tell the story.   
 

 The exciting news is that LucasFilm has authorized 

us to have a special showing of "Double Victory" at 2011 Tus-

kegee Airmen, Inc. convention this year.  The convention 

planning team has scheduled the free viewing for Friday eve-

ning.  The documentary has not been released to the public 

and those in attendance at this convention will be the first na-

tionwide audience to see it. 

 

Bill to Honor Oliver Goodall Moves For-

ward 
     A bill to name the Altadena post office in honor of  local 

postal worker, Oliver Goodall, who served as part of the Tus-

kegee Airmen in World War II passed through a key congres-

sional committee on Jun 22. 
 

     The bill, which was introduced by Rep. Adam Schiff, D- 

Pasadena, would honor Goodall, who died in November. 

Goodall entered the service as a pilot in 1943. He was also 

among 60 African American U.S. Army Air Corps officers 

who were arrested for trying to peacefully integrate an all-

white officersô club, according to Schiff's press release. 
 

     The incident became part of the inspiration for the move-

ment to racially integrate the armed forces. 
 

     The bill passed through the Oversight and Government 
Reform Committee and will next be considered by the full 

House of Representatives. 
 

   If ultimately successful, the post office would be known as 

ñFirst Lieutenant Oliver Goodall Post Office." Dan Abend-

schein, Altadena Patch. (Dan Abendschein -Altadena Patch)   

mailto:tailegacy@yahoo.com


 

           

Tuskegee Airmen, Inc., USAA Pair Up on Co-
branded Credit Card  

 
      United Services Automobile Asso-

ciation and Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. join 

forces to help generate funding for Tus-

kegee Airmen, Inc.     

 

 The agreement, signed in June will allow TAI members 

and others to apply for the Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. co-

branded credit card, which will support the organization's 

activities and programs.   
 

  ñUnder that program, USAA issues a credit card that 

bears the Tuskegee Airmen, Inc.ôs logo.  USAA utilizes a 

formula under which charges made using the card will gen-

erate revenue for the organization.  While you have must be 

a member of USAA to qualify for their insurance programs, 

you donôt have to be a member to apply for this credit card 

or other USAA financial services,ò said Leon Johnson, 

President Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. 
 

 The TAI card is expected be available this fall if not 

sooner. 

 

Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. Logo Apparel Avail-
able Soon 
        During the Januaryôs face to face Board of Directors 
meeting it was decided to establish a Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. 

merchandise direct marketing effort to sell TAI logoed mer-

chandise directly to the public. 
  

 The board as identified a vendor to develop the mer-

chandise and another vendor to be our call center for the 800 

number as well as to do our warehousing and shipping. 
  

 The merchandise will feature men and women dress 

shirts, microfiber jackets, golf balls, portfolios, denim long 

sleeve shirts, cummerbunds and ties, all with the with the 

TAI logo. 
  

 During the annual convention the dress apparel will 

have the word "member" on it, the rest of the year these 

items will have the TAI logo with the words, Tuskegee Air-

men, Inc.  At the 2011 convention, a booth will be selling 

these items in the exhibit area. 
  

 Late this summer, merchandise will be available online 

via our website. Take advantage of this marketing opportu-

nity to gain another new revenue stream for the organization. 
 

  ñTuskegee Airmen, Inc.ôs vision by establishing a rela-

tionship with this vendor for merchandise, is to make avail-

able this vendor to other chapters wishing to  procure mer-

chandise with their chapterôs logo for their fund raising ef-

forts,ò said Leon Johnson, President Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. 

Memorial Planned To Honor Tuskegee Air-

men From Pittsburgh 
 PITTSBURGH -- A group of Tuskegee Airmen from 

western Pennsylvania who served in World War II are being 

recognized for their contributions to their country. 
      
  The announcement came on June 27, that a memorial 

honoring their service is being planned at Sewickley Ceme-

tery. 
      

 The campaign for the memorial is being led by Pitts-

burgh sports legends Franco Harris and Curtis Aiken, who 

are serving as honorary chairs. 
      

 ñWeôre fortunate to still have some airmen still alive but 

long after they're gone I think is equally as important to keep 

the history alive,ò said Aiken. 
      

 Regis Bobonis Sr., who serves as board chairman for the 

memorial, has been researching the numbers of African 

Americans serving in World War II for decades. 
       

 Bobonis said the Pittsburgh region had dozens of men 

who served on the history-making air crew. 

ñForty-one young men out of the city of Pittsburgh went on 

to become Tuskegee Airmen,ò he said. 
 

      Organizers of the Tuskegee Airmen memorial are also 
hoping to identify more members through old pictures. For 
more information, visit TuskegeeMemorialPittsburgh.org. 
 

World War II veteran Clarence Dart to be in-
ducted into New York State Senate Veterans 
Hall of Fame  
     ALBANY ð Sen. Roy McDonald, R-Saratoga, has se-

lected retired Lt. Col. Clarence Dart, of the famed World 

War II Tuskegee Airmen, as the 2011 43rd Senate Districtôs 

inductee to the New York State Senate Veterans Hall of 

Fame. 
      
     During a ceremony held June 13 at the state Capitol to 

recognize the nominees. Although Lt. Col. Dart was not be 

able to attend, his daughter, Dawn, accepted the award. 
 

     Dart, of Saratoga Springs, was a member of the famous 

Squadron ñFò 318th Army Air Force Unit, as the Tuskegee 

Airmen, named after their training site in Alabama. It was 

composed of the first African-American fighter pilots in the 

U.S. military. The legendary unit is credited with not losing 

a single bomber during their escorts in Europe. 
      
     Dart received significant recognition for his service, most 

notably five Distinguished Flying Crosses, an Air Medal, 

Victory Medal and the World War II Victory Medal. 

McDonald said he is happy to add ñinductee to the Veteranôs 

Hall of Fameò to Dartôs list of accomplishments. 
  

(Courtesy of The Saratogian) 

Tuskegee Airmen, inc.  Tidbits  
Tuskegee Airmen, inc.  Convention update  

 

 

 

Note: All events will be held at  
 Gaylord National Resort and Convention Center 
 National Harbor, MD, unless otherwise noted. 



 

      

Tuskegee Airmen Warrior Run  
The Tuskegee Airmen Warrior Run to honor the legacy of the Tuskegee Airmen through a display of physical, persever-
ance, dedication and Espirt de Corps, began at the Daniel ñChappieò James arena to the Tuskegee Airmen National 
Historic Site, Tuskegee Ala.  More than 100 participates from the Tuskegee  Universityôs  Air Force, Army and Navy 
ROTC met the challenge April 9. After the run, students met with Document Original Tuskegee Airman, Lt. Col. Herbert 
E. Carter (Center.) Courtesy Photo: Shirley Baxter, National Park Service 

MLB teams around the country commemorate Jackie Robinson Day by hosting 
many of our Documented Original Tuskegee Airmen.   

President Johnson speaks at Tuskegee  
University  
     Retired U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. Leon A. Johnson, 
President of  Tuskegee Airmen, Inc., was the speaker at 
Tuskegee Universityôs 94th Annual Founderôs Day week-
end event that began April 1. The event paid homage to 
the Tuskegee founder and first president, Booker T. 
Washington.  
 

     Johnson spoke on Sunday of the event to more than a 
thousand alumni,  university personnel and students, and 
community members. During the three day event more 
than $397,000 was donated to the university. Johnson 
was awarded an honorary doctorate during the ceremony.  
 

     During his address, Johnson 
spoke about ñdiversity frequently 
lost in American consciousness,ò 
citing the feats of some known 
and unknown figures that contrib-
uted to American legacy. 

 

     Does anyone come into this world thinking they will make a change?ò 
he asked. ñThey respond to circumstances they encounter. Heroes are 
made. Sometimes history is made. They were ordinary people who rose 
to the occasion,ò said Johnson. 

Lonely Eagles    

 2010 & 2011 

James R. Anderson, Jr. 
Lee A. Archer, Jr. 

Fitzhugh Banks 

William R. Bartley 

Alex A. Boudreaux 
Peter W. Cassey 

LeRoy Cleaver, Jr. 

Robert H. Cobbs 

William C. Coleman, Jr. 
Earnest Craigwell  

Grover Crumsby 

Harry R. Dickenson 

Mircel L. Eggleston 
William B. Ellis 

Ronald Fieulleteau  

James H. Fischer 

Oliver Goodall 
Alphonso R. Harper  

Emmett T. Hayes 

Raymond V. Haysbert Sr. 

Willie E. Jenkins, Jr. 
 James E. Harrison, Sr. 

William Holloman,II 

Robert L. Maxwell, Sr. 
Austin D. McKenzie 

William McDonald  

James W. McLaurin 

Charles "Chuck" Nesby  
Hernando F. Palmer 

Edward L. Powell, Jr. 

George S. Reed 

David A. Smith 
Victor Terelonge 

 William R. Watkins  
Spann Watson 

Hercules Wilkinson 

Arthur L. Williams 
Linkwood Williams 

Yenwith K. Whitney  

Kenneth Wofford   

 

In memoriam of those                 
Documented  

Original Tuskegee Airmen                             
who have passed away  

(Above)  Documented Original Tuskegee 
Airman, Theodore Lumpkin waves to the 
crowd before a Dodgers game that  
honored him and celebrated Jackie 
Robinson breaking the color barrier in 
baseball. (Courtesy Photo by Jill Weisleder/

LA Dodgers) 

(Right) Mariano Rivera poses with some surviv-
ing members of the Tuskegee Airmen, who were 
also honored before the Yankees' weekend 
series opener vs. the Rangers. (Courtesy Photo by 

Bill Menzel)  

(Above) April 15, 2011: Don Newcobme, left, and 
Matt Kemp celebrate J.R.D. in L.A. All the MLB 
teams joined in.  
(Courtesy Photo Stephen Dunn/Getty Images ) 

 

Retired U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. Leon A. Johnson, Presi-
dent of  Tuskegee Airmen, Inc., speaks at Tuskegee 
Universityôs 94th Annual Founderôs Day weekend event 
that began April 1. (Courtesy Photo)  

Booker T. Washington 

Spann Watson inducted into the 2011, �&�U�D�G�O�H���R�I���$�Y�L�D�W�L�R�Q���0�X�V�H�X�P�¶�V�� 
Long Island Air and Space Hall of Fame  

 

The late Spann Watson (DOTA) was inducted into the 2011, Cradle of Aviation 

Museumôs Long Island Air and Space Hall of Fame, May 2. Spann Watson was 

born in 1916 near Johnston, South Carolina. 
 

Spann Watson served in World War II as a P-51 Mustang pilot with the 99th 

Fighter Squadron. After serving a 23-year military career, Watson joined the Fed-

eral Aviation Administration as an equal opportunity specialist and subsequently as 

an air traffic specialist. 
 

Lt. Col. Watsonôs photo hangs with other Airmen in 

the National Air and Space Museum in Washington, 

D.C. He is the first African-American elected as an 

Elder Statesman of Aviation by the National Aeronautics Association and served as the National 

President of the Tuskegee Airmen, a group he helped organize. Among his many honors include the 

Charles A. ñChiefò Anderson Award from the National Coalition of Black Federal Aviation Employ-

ees; the Brigadier General Noel F. Parrish Award, the highest honor of the Tuskegee Airmen; the 

Department of Transportation Exceptional Service Citation for his exceptional achievements in the 

area of equal opportunity; the Legion of Merit from the mayor of Washington and the D.C. National 

Guard Organization; and an Honorary Degree of Doctor of Public Service from Rhode Island College 

in May 1994.  
 

The Museum is located on Charles Lindbergh Blvd, Garden City, New York.   


